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RENTAL ALLOWANCE PROGRAM

Purpose of Program

The Rental Allowance Program (RAP), a joint program between the Frederick County
Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) and various community service
agencies, provides short-term housing assistance to renters who qualify. The program pays a
rental allowance for six months while the resident is becoming or resuming self-sufficiency.
“Self-sufficient” means the ability to pay the rent without the rental allowance.

Eligible Types of Housing

Any type of non-subsidized rental housing is eligible to be part of RAP. All units must meet the
RAP inspection standards. After DHCD approval, DHCD pays the property owner directly each
month on behalf of the RAP resident.

Eligible Applicants

Applicants have two requirements. First, the applicant must be financially eligible, according to
family size and gross annual income. The household’s income may not exceed 30% of the
Washington Area Median Income Limits of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development and published by Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development
Rental Allowance Program. Second, the applicant must have a plan to increase income to self-
sufficiency level over the six months the program is in effect.

Household

Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Income

Limits $21,750 | $24,850 | $27,950 | $31,050 | $33,550 | $36,050 | $38,5500 | $41,000

*income limits in effect 5/1/2010

How to Apply
Nick Brown at the Religious Coalition for Emergency Human Needs screens

all potential applicants. When applicable, he schedules in-person appointments to conduct
interviews, take applications, and confirm eligibility. The application is then sent to DHCD for
rental inspection and final approval.

For Further Information
Nick Brown

The Religious Coalition
27 DeGrange Street
Frederick, MD 21701
301- 631-2670, ext. 105
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